Northern Virginia Bathroom Remodeling
Budget Planner
Your Complete Guide to Planning a Successful High-End Bathroom Project

Provided by USA Cabinet Store

Serving Arlington, Alexandria, Fairfax, McLean, and all of Northern Virginia

Welcome to Your Budget Planning Journey!

This comprehensive planner will help you:

. Create a realistic budget for your Northern Virginia bathroom remodel
. Allocate funds wisely across all project categories

. Track expenses and avoid costly overruns

. Identify and avoid the 10 most common budgeting mistakes

. Make informed decisions about where to invest and where to save

Instructions: Work through each section in order. Be honest with your
numbers, and remember to include the contingency fund—it's not optional in
bathroom remodeling!



SECTION 1: Project Overview & Goals

Your Bathroom Information

Bathroom Type (check one):

[[] Powder Room / Half Bath
[[] Guest Bathroom

[[] Master/Primary Bathroom
[] Jack-and-Jill Bathroom

[] other:

Current Bathroom Size:

Length: feet  Width: feet Total
Square Footage: sq ft

Your Northern Virginia Location:

City/Area: Home Age: years old

Project Scope

What are you planning? (check all that apply)

[[] Complete gut renovation (remove everything)
[[] Partial remodel (update specific elements)

[] Layout changes (moving fixtures)

[[] Expansion (adding square footage)

[[] Cosmetic updates only



Your Primary Goals (Rank 1-5, with 1 being most important)

Increase home resale value

Improve daily functionality

Create a spa-like retreat

Fix structural/plumbing issues

Update outdated style

Improve storage

Enhance accessibility

Increase energy efficiency

Timeline Goals

Desired Project Start Date:
Target Completion Date:
Realistic Timeline: 3-5 months total (4-8 weeks planning + 6-12 weeks
construction)




SECTION 2: Initial Budget Assessment

Step 1: Determine Your Total Available Budget

Recommended Budget Range by Size:

Bathroom Size Low Range Mid Range High Range

Small (under 50 sq ft) $45,000 $55,000 $70,000 $85,000+
Medium (50-100 sq ft) $60,000 $75,000 $100,000 $125,000+
Large (100-175 sq ft) $80,000 $105,000 $140,000 $180,000+
Luxury Suite (175+ sq ft) $140,000 $165,000 $200,000 $250,000+

My Total Available Budget: $

Important: This should be money you actually have available (savings,
HELOC, approved loan), not a wishful number.

Step 2: Establish Your Working Budget

Total Available Budget: $

MINUS Contingency Fund (15-20%):

(Recommendation: 20% for homes built before 1990)

= Working Budget for Planned Expenses: $



SECTION 3: Budget Allocation by Category

Use the NKBA guidelines adapted for Northern Virginia's high-end market:

Your Budget Breakdown

Recommended Actual

(o-1{-Ts[]aY Your %
% Amount

Cabinetry &
Storage
. 9 .. 20-30% % ¥
Vanity, medicine
cabinets, storage

Tile & Flooring
Floor tile, wall tile, 15-20% %
shower

Fixtures & Faucets
Toilet, sinks, faucets, 15-20% %
shower

Countertops
Vanity countertop 8-12% %
material

Labor &

Installation $
20-30% %

Contractor, plumber,

electrician

Design & Planning
Designer fees, 5-8% %
drawings, permits

Lighting &

Electrical $
, . 5-8% - %

Fixtures, wiring,

outlets, fan




Plumbing Updates

Pipe work, drains, 5-10%
rough-in

Other

Paint, accessories, 2-5%
misc

TOTAL WORKING
BUDGET

100%

+ Contingency Fund (15-20%)

= TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET

%

%

100%

DO NOT SPEND
unless needed



SECTION 4: The 10 Most Common Mistakes to Avoid

Use this checklist to ensure you're not falling into common traps:

Mistake #1: Underestimating True Project Scope

Have you:

[[] Added 15-20% contingency for unexpected issues?
[] Planned for hidden problems (mold, outdated plumbing, electrical)?
[[] Budgeted for bringing old systems up to current code?

[[] Considered complete demolition vs. partial updates?

Notes:

Mistake #2: Not Prioritizing Needs vs. Wants

Have you:

[[] Created separate "must-have" and "nice-to-have" lists?
[] Prioritized functionality over trendy features?
[] Allocated budget to essentials first?

[] !dentified which "wants" you can add if budget allows?
My Must-Haves:

1.

2.

3.

My Nice-to-Haves (if budget allows):



Mistake #3: Choosing Materials on Aesthetics Alone

Have you verified:

[] Materials are moisture-resistant and bathroom-appropriate?
[] Tile has proper slip resistance rating?

[] Cabinetry is built for bathroom environments?

[] Finishes can withstand humidity and cleaning products?

[] Materials have realistic maintenance requirements?

Mistake #4: Ignoring Layout Change Costs

Layout decisions:

[] I'm keeping current fixture locations (saves money)
[] I'm moving fixtures (have | added $8,000-15,000+ to budget?)
[] I've received detailed estimates for any layout changes

|:| | understand moving a toilet alone costs $2,000-4,000+

Layout change budget: $

Mistake #5: Skimping on Professional Design

Have you:



[] Allocated 5-8% of budget for design and planning?
[] Hired experienced bathroom design professional?
[] Created detailed drawings before construction?
[] Planned adequate storage solutions?

[] Considered lighting placement carefully?

Design investment: $

Mistake #6: Overlooking Cabinetry Quality

Cabinetry decisions:

[] I've allocated 20-30% of budget for quality cabinetry
[] I'm choosing moisture-resistant construction

[] !I've selected soft-close hardware

[] I've planned for maximum storage efficiency

[] I'm working with bathroom cabinetry specialists

[] I've scheduled USA Cabinet Store consultation

Cabinetry investment: $

Mistake #7: Underbudgeting for Fixtures & Finishes

Have you:

[] Researched actual costs of quality fixtures?
[[] Selected one consistent finish for all fixtures?
[] Verified all fixtures available in chosen finish?

[[] Budgeted for every fixture needed (not just major ones)?



[] Allocated $300-600+ per quality faucet?

Mistake #8: Neglecting Code Compliance & Permits
Have you:

[] Verified permits are required (they almost always are)?
[] Budgeted for permit costs ($500-1,500)?

[] Hired only licensed, insured contractors?

[[] Planned for required inspections?

[] Ensured exhaust fan vents to exterior (not attic)?

Mistake #9: Making Changes During Construction
Commitment to avoid changes:

[] I've made ALL selections before construction starts

[] ! understand mid-project changes add 15-30% to costs
[] I've viewed all samples in my actual bathroom lighting
[] I've documented every decision in writing

[] I'll resist temptation to upgrade during construction

Mistake #10: Choosing Wrong Contractor/Going Too Low

Contractor selection:

[] I've obtained at least 3 detailed bids

[] I've checked licenses and insurance



[] I've verified references (minimum 3)

[] I've read online reviews

[] ! understand lowest bid # best value

[] I have detailed contract with specifications

[] Contractor specializes in bathrooms

Contractor selected:




SECTION 5: Expense Tracking

Use this section during your project to track actual spending vs. budget.

(o-1{:-Ts[]aY

Cabinetry &
Storage

Tile & Flooring

Fixtures & Faucets

Countertops

Labor &
Installation

Design & Planning

Lighting &
Electrical

Plumbing Updates

Other Expenses

SUBTOTAL

Contingency Used

Budgeted
Amount

:cmt:z:,t Difference  Notes
: s
$ $
$ $
A $
: s
$ $
: s
$ $
$ $
. $
: s




TOTAL PROJECT $ $

Final Budget Summary

Your Complete Budget At-A-Glance

Total Available Budget: $
Working Budget (after contingency): $
Contingency Fund (15-20%): $
Current Allocated Amount: $
Remaining Unallocated: $

Status: [ | Under Budget [] On Budget [] Over Budget (need to adjust)



Congratulations!

You've completed your Northern Virginia Bathroom Remodeling Budget Planner. By
taking the time to plan thoroughly, you've already avoided the most common
mistake—rushing into a project unprepared.

Next Steps:
. Review your budget with your spouse/partner

. Schedule your USA Cabinet Store consultation for cabinetry expertise

1
2
3. Start interviewing contractors (minimum 3 bids)
4. Refine your selections based on actual quotes

5

. Adjust allocations as needed to stay within budget

Remember: This is YOUR project. Take your time, make informed decisions,
and don't be pressured to overspend or cut corners. A well-planned bathroom
remodel is an investment that will serve you beautifully for 20-30+ years.

Questions? Need expert guidance on cabinetry selection?

Contact USA Cabinet Store today. We're here to help Northern Virginia homeowners make smart decisions
about their most important bathroom investment—quality cabinetry that lasts.

Visit usacabinetstore.com or call to schedule your free consultation.

This planner is provided as an educational resource by USA Cabinet Store. While we strive for accuracy, costs can vary
significantly based on individual project factors. Always obtain detailed quotes from licensed professionals for your
specific project.

USA Cabinet Store
Northern Virginia's Trusted Source for Quality Bathroom Cabinetry
Serving Arlington ¢ Alexandria ¢ Fairfax * McLean ¢ Vienna ¢ Reston ¢ Herndon ¢ and surrounding
communities
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